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NOTICES 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH, 
EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE 
Office  of  Human  Development 

HEAD  START  PROGRAM  PERFORMANCE 
STANDARDS 

Final  Self-Assessment  Validation 
Instrument 

Notice  of  Head  Start  Program  Per¬ 
formance  Standards  Proposed  Self -As¬ 
sessment/ Validation  Instrument  to  be 
used  by  Head  Start  grantees  and  delegate 
agencies  in  conducting  an  annual  assess¬ 
ment  of  grantee  activities  was  published 
in  the  Federal  Register  at  40  FR  50960 
on  October  31,  1975.  Interested  persons 
were  invited  to  submit  written  comments, 
suggestions,  or  objections  on  or  before 
December  1,  1975  and  subsequently  ex¬ 
tended  to  February  1,  1976.  By  close  of 
business  February  1,  1976,  35  letters  were 
received.  Nine  of  these  were  written 
primarily  for  the  purpose  of  registering 
satisfaction  with  the  Self-Assessment/ 
Validation  Instrument. 

On  the  whole  the  comments  were  con¬ 
structive  and  supportive  of  the  instru¬ 
ment.  They  dealt  mainly  with  issues  of 
format  and  style,  inconsistencies  across 
components  and  with  omissions  and  dis¬ 
crepancies  in  numbering  and  wording  be¬ 
tween  the  individual  specific  policies  and 
the  performance  standards  they  repre¬ 
sent. 


Specifically  the  major  concerns  ex¬ 
pressed  were  as  follows: 

1.  Numbering,  ordering,  and  wording 
of  Individual  Specific  Policy  in  Col.  2  for 
Education,  Health  and  Parent  Involve¬ 
ment  Component  is  inconsistent  with 
that  of  the  performance  standard  repre¬ 
sented  in  several  instances.  In  Column  7 
the  numbers  under  the  Guidance  for  As¬ 
sessing  Compliance  do  not  always  cor¬ 
respond  with  the  numbers  in  Column  2, 
Individual  Specific  Policy,  to  which  it 
refers. 

2.  Under  Column  2,  Individual  Spe¬ 
cific  Policy,  in  many  instances,  the  parts 
and  sub-items  of  a  particular  perform¬ 
ance  standard  are  not  itemized  sepa¬ 
rately  so  that  compliance  with  each  part 
may  be  designated  individually  rather 
than  for  the  entire  performance  stand¬ 
ard  as  a  whole. 

3.  Also  under  Column  2,  Individual 
Specific  Policy,  there  is  no  provision 
made  to  distinguish  compliance  with  the 
requirements  for  the  written  plan  as  op¬ 
posed  to  the  program  operations. 

4.  Under  the  Performance  Summary 
for  each  component  the  subject  headings 
do  not  correspond  to  the  Performance 
Standards,  and  omission  of  all  sub-items 
of  the  performance  standard  provide  an 
inaccurate  picture  of  the  degree  of  com¬ 
pliance. 

5.  There  are  no  instructions  on  the 
self-assessment  procedure  and  for  scor¬ 
ing  for  compliance. 

6.  Maintenance  of  confidentiality  of 
records  is  not  addressed. 


The  proposed  Self -Assessment/Vali¬ 
dation  instrument  was  revised  taking 
into  consideration  the  helpful  comments 
received  to  make  it  easier  to  follow  and 
use.  The  following  changes  were  made: 

1.  The  Individual  Specific  Policy  in 
Column  2  was  reworded  and  renumbered 
to  agree  with  the  Performance  Standard 
represented.  Each  part  and  sub-item  is 
now  itemized  separately  so  that  com¬ 
pliance  with  each  part  and  sub-item_ 
may  be  noted.  The  Guidance  for  Assess¬ 
ing  Compliance  (Column  7)  for  each 
part  and  sub-item  was  renumbered  as 
appropriate  to  correspond  with  the  num¬ 
bers  in  Column  2. 

2.  Each  component  now  contains  2 
separate  sections  to  indicate  compliance 
with  the  performance  standards:  The 
first  is  related  to  the  written  plan  only; 
the  second  to  the  program  operations. 

3.  Under  the  Performance  Summary 
Section  of  each  component,  all  sub-items 
have  been  included. 

4.  To  the  Introduction  was  added  gen¬ 
eral  guidance  for  conducting  the  self- 
assessment  and  for  maintaining  confi¬ 
dentiality  of  records. 

The  effective  date  shall  be  July  1, 
1976. 

Dated:  June  28,  1976. 

(Catalog  of  Federal  Domestic  Assistance  Pro¬ 
grams  Number  13,600;  Child  Development — • 
Head  Start) 

Stanley  B.  Thomas,  Jr„ 

*  Assistant  Secretary 

for  Human  Development. 
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